A D D R E S S

of the Russian Union of Museums

and Russian Committee of the International Museum Council Presidium Members

and participants of the Siberian Museum Forum 

to the S T A T E  C O U N C I L

of the Russian Federation 

Today in Russia culture exists in a double state. In word everybody agrees that cultural heritage is the most important factor of the social stability and wholeness of the country. In deed amongst the priorities of the state culture financing steadily occupies the last place.

During the period of relative economical stability of 2000-2007 the “remains” of the budget for which the culture could apply were 0.21% of GDP of the Russian Federation which in the absolute terms is about 100 milliard roubles in the consolidated state budget of culture (not taking into consideration the expenses for mass-media) on the all-country scale. 

It is obvious that the cutback of the already desperately small budget of Russian museums will not allow solving the financial and economical problems of the State but it will inevitably lead to serious social and political consequences. 

People who are deprived of historical memory and ability to create and value the beauty, people who don't know and don't respect their own language and culture inevitably cease being a Society. The consequences of such processes had been vividly demonstrated within the historical course of the 20th century. 

Russian museums achieve their main mission with pride – they preserve the cultural heritage of the country and on its basis they enlighten and educate people. 

Being the Patriots of our Motherland and feeling responsibility for the future generations of our fellow citizens we address the members of the State Council of the Russian Federation with the following requests: 

to ensure maintenance of the absolute volume of financing of the museums from the Federal budget and the budget of the local territorial subjects of the Russian Federation in 2009-2011 on the level of 2008 with annual indexation corresponding to the officially acknowledged level of inflation;  

to ensure the growth of the museum staff salaries corresponding to the officially acknowledged level of inflation;  

to introduce during 2009-2011 a moratorium on making and reinforcing the decisions concerning the reduction of the existing net of the museums on the federal level as well as on the regional levels. 

Adopted at the Siberian Museum Forum 

February 21, 2009 

Krasnoyarsk
