MEMORANDUM

of the Siberian Museum Forum 
Krasnoyarsk

February 20-21, 2009

The participants of the Siberian Museum Forum 


- upon the eternal meaning of the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation for the innovative development of our country in the 21st century and the growth of its authority in the world; 


- being assured that Russian museums are the main link in the State system of providing safety of the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation, enlightenment of the citizens and forming a high spiritual and moral potential of the Russian society;  


- taking into consideration the fact that the Russian museum community within the last 15 years managed to preserve the wholeness of the Russian Museum Fund and the museum net; 


- taking into consideration the continuing processes of adaptation of the museum activity to the market economy, informational character of the modern society and the conditions for forming in Russia a law-governed democratic state and transparent society; 


- considering the refusal of the State from the real efficient participation in the protection of the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation and, therefore, the activity of Russian museums unacceptable

developed, coordinated and adopted 

MEMORANDUM of the following: 


1. Preservation and use of the cultural and spiritual heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation should be among the national priorities of the Russian Federation as one of the significant factors of national security, state wholeness and social stability of the Russian Federation;


2. State protection, preservation, studying and popularisation of the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation are integral duties of the Russian Federation and should be provided with necessary material and financial resources of the budget system of our country; 

  
3. The Museum Fund of the Russian Federation is the crucial part of the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation; its forming, preservation, studying and representation cannot be provided without the support of the Federal Centre and subjects of the Russian Federation; 


4. Preservation of the over-80-million Museum Fund of our country is impossible without: 


- creation of a modern material and technical base for keeping, studying, preserving and representing the museum objects and collections included into the state part of the Museum Fund of the Russian Federation; 


- taking into consideration the positions of the museum community of our country during the development and adoption of legislative and regulatory acts wholly or partly connected to the questions of culture, protection and preservation of the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Russian Federation;


- legal acknowledgement of the fact that the museums of our country carry out a state function of providing preservation and wholeness of the Museum Fund of the Russian Federation; 


- taking into consideration specifics of the museums as cultural institutions in the legislative and regulatory acts of the Russian Federation in the economical, financial, budget, tax, civil and other spheres; 


- prohibition of the forced conversion of the museums of the Russian Federation into the autonomous institutions. 

5. The immediate practical steps of the highest authorities of the Russian Federation in the stated sphere must include: 

- immediate adoption of all the sublegislative acts specified in the Federal Law On the Objects of Cultural Heritage (Historical and Cultural Monuments) of the Peoples of the Russian Federation in the versions which most fully protect the cultural heritage of our Motherland from devastation, deformation, depredation and groundless privatisation; 

- development along with all of the professional communities and the soonest adoption of the Federal Law On Culture; 

- adoption and realisation of the Federal Focused Programme Preservation of the Museum Fund of the Russian Federation (2010-2020), including organisation of the building in all of the regions of our country modern equipped storages for museum funds, development and introduction into the museum practice the modern methods of protective and record marking of the museum objects, development of the system of education, advanced training and attestation of the professional museum restorers and support and development of the Russian museum and exhibition exchange; 

- acknowledgement on the state level the scientific activity of the Russian museums; 

- including into the criteria list for the evaluation of the activity of the federal executive structures and Administrations of the Russian Federation subjects the presence of the programme of provision of the museums' activity corresponding levels of maintenance, volume and quality growth of the state support of the museums’ activity. 

The participants of the Siberian Museum Forum resolved to address this MEMORANDUM to the President of the Russian Federation Dmitry Anatolievich Medvedev, the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin, the Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation Boris Vsevolodovich Gryzlov, the Chairman of the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation Sergey Mikhailovich Mironov and to publish the text of the MEMORANDUM in the Russian and regional mass-media.
